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Beyond Brooks is a series of workshops that we offer to our Grade 11 students, Grade 12 

students and their parents that help prepare them for life … beyond Brooks! Students and 

parents/guardians must pre-register for Beyond Brooks. This year’s Beyond Brooks conference 

takes place Wednesday, November 18th from 7:00 pm – 8:25 pm. Students and parents/guardians 

can pick up the pre-registration forms in the front office our counselling office. This year’s 

workshops include: 

 

 Scholarships, Bursaries, Awards and Student Loans 
 

 Skills for Post-Secondary Success 
 

 Student Budgeting, Money Management, and Banking Options 
 

 Applying to Post Secondary Institutions 
 

 Deciding What to Do After High School – The Big Dilemma 
 

 Education Planner:  Exploring Post-Secondary Schools and Programs 
 

 Post-Secondary Dual Credit Options in Powell River (Trades & Academic) 

 

 
 

Peer Tutoring is available FREE to all of our students on 

Tuesday & Thursday at lunch in Room E02.  

 

Students who need extra help should be taking advantage of this excellent 

opportunity! 

http://www.sd47.bc.ca/school/brooks
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 as it’s affectionately called by the 

members, is a lively group of approximately 25 students from Grades 8 through 12.  Meetings 

happen every Wednesday at lunch in Room D127 and are open to anyone that wants to be 

involved.  Below is an update: 

 

“This is already shaping up to be a busy school year for the Brooks Student Council.  The group 

has already planned and successfully run several events for the student body, including a 

Halloween dance, costume contest and a wildly entertaining pie eating contest. We have much 

more in store for the Brooks student body before the year is out. Meeting once a week, our 

overall aim is to create a fun, inclusive environment for every member of the student community, 

and of course, generate school spirit by planning and coordinating events.  This year’s council 

members are all proving themselves to be involved, motivated, and full of spirit, and they hope 

to spread this attitude through events scheduled to take place such as our annual hot pepper 

eating challenge, Ugly Sweater Day and more! We hope to generate as much participation and 

attendance at our events as possible.  We hope to see you there!”                                                                                      

- Clancy Sindlinger, Gr. 12 

 

  
 

Yearbook committee 

will start this coming 

Tuesday, November 

10, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm in the Digital Media Lab (C122).  We are excited to get started on this 

year’s annual, and are also excited that students and parents will be able to order the 2015-2016 

Yearbook online!  Stay tuned for more information.  

 

Don’t forget – there are a few 2014-2015 Yearbooks left, but they are going fast.  Bring $45 to 

the office to get yours before it’s too late! 

Costume Contest brought to you  

by our StuCo 

Yearbook Committee 
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The opportunity arose to take a select 

group of Link Leaders to West Seattle 

High School on October 15, and Brooks 

jumped at the opportunity.  Not only did 

our Leaders have a tremendously fun road 

trip, they got to meet other Link Leaders from around the Pacific Northwest all focused on 

changing the approach to freshman orientation and high school transitions, all while exploring 

their own diverse strengths and leadership styles. 

 

“I think establishing a Link Crew at Brooks is very smart because then we have an effect on how 

the younger students feel in a positive way.” – Ciara Maguire, Grade 11 

 

“Attending this conference was valuable because it opened my eyes to so many things. For 

example, investing time with people, getting to know them, helps to develop those lifelong 

friendships.” –Emily White, Grade 12 

 

“I couldn't explain how glad I am to have been a part of this trip. I learned that Link Crew is 

composed of many kind, caring people who want to make a big difference in the world and 

change it for the better. Attending the conference was an eye opener […] it shows that there are 

outgoing and helpful students at every school across the globe.  Link crew is important because 

if all these people put their mind to something […] there would be nothing that could stop us.” 

 – Josh Grouchy, Grade 12 

            
 

The Jazz Dinner Silent Auction is a fundraiser that we share with the BC Schizophrenia Society. 

It brings in big bucks for our program. Meghan Mcallister coordinates the auction on behalf of 

our music program. 
 

We need:  Volunteers to help solicit for prizes starting Nov. 1st  

o   Volunteers to help at the January 15 event 

o   One volunteer that can train to take over for Meghan, as this is her last year. 

 

        Contact Meghan at meghanmcster@gmail.com or call 604 223 3394 for more information 

mailto:meghanmcster@gmail.com
tel:604%20223%203394
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Spending the morning canoeing, the afternoon hiking, and the evening around the campfire is a 

great way to spend a school day!  And this is exactly what our internationals students took part in 

last week at our annual camp out at the Outdoor Learning Centre at Haywire Bay.   

Thirty of the international students at Brooks spent the overnight camp out getting to know one 

another and enjoying beautiful BC Outdoors.  What a great way for us to grow into a cohesive 

group, get to know one another better, enjoy the beauty of the outdoors and still practise English 

skills in a new environment! 

- Ms. Behan 

 

       
 

HALLOWEEN for HUNGER 
Our Compassion Project Students collected more than $700 dollars’ worth of food for the local 

Food Bank on Saturday for the Halloween for Hunger Event at Safeway and out trick or treating. 

My truck is full and we will be delivering the goods this week to the food bank. I thought I 

would share a picture. What a great group of students! - Mr. Bratseth 
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Our chemistry classes enjoyed Mole Day (one week late) as they celebrated Avagadro’s Number  (6.02 X 

10(23)). Mole Day, usually celebrated on October 23rd (10/23) was postponed to Oct 30 due to the Pro D 

Day.  It was then combined with some special pumpkin fun as well as a few other scary and yummy 

activities. We enjoyed a plethora of delicious offerings… like Guacamole chips and Cinnamole puffs as 

well as little mole cupcakes and even a lovely cake. A filling and delicious time was enjoyed by all 

including the German exchange students who joined the class for a rousing song of Molemorial Day! 

- Mrs. Balzer 

   

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our staff members have been busy the last couple of weeks ‘catching students in the act’! There 

are so many good deeds that go largely unnoticed at Brooks we felt it was about time we had a 

way to recognize them. “Caught in the Act” tickets can be placed by the recipient in collection 

boxes located in the library, our main office and the counsellors’ office. At our first School 

Recognition Assembly on Wednesday December 2nd, we will be pulling names out of these 

boxes for some great prizes! 
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Skyways and highways were hopping this weekend, as two hundred youngsters from every 

District in the Province descended upon BC Place to attend the second annual BC Lions 

Skills4Life Summit in Vancouver.  The summit, whose primary focus is to educate youth in 

communities against bullying and violence against women, presented opportunities for students, 

including Pavan Narayan and Chase Brown from Brooks,  to learn about skills based job 

opportunities available in the Province, while getting to know BC Lion athletes.   The highlight 

for many of the the attendees was the session presented by BC Lions Rollie Lambala and Adam 

Bighill. This session was filled with specific strategies students could use when they see, hear or 

experience bullying in their own schools. 
 

Many of the athletes shared profound and insightful stories around bullying and oppression of 

women in their own lives.  Any teacher will tell you that it can be a challenge to keep a class of 

25 quiet and focused, but as these athletes shared their insight, primarily in the midst of living 

and working within a male dominated sport, all 200 students were the edge of their seats, 

engaged and listening.  Offensive Linemen, Angus Reid, was phenomenal dynamic and brilliant.  

These gentlemen gave the students hands on, real, tangible strategies they can use in their day to 

day lives.  Changes made today, can impact lifelong.  
 

The other highlight, more perhaps for the adults than the students, was the support from Minister 

of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, Hon. Peter Fassbender and Minister Minister of 

Jobs, Tourism, and Skills Training and Minster Responsible for Labour Shirley Bond (who made 

a special trip from Prince George to attend the summit), as well as Pacific Northwest LNG 

representative Tessa Gill. 
 

Aside from Dragon Boating, and playing football with the Lions, one of the most brilliant parts 

of the weekend were VIP tickets, (we even made a showing on the jumbo tron!)to the BC Lions 

and Calgary Stampeders game on Saturday night, as they played one of the last games of the 

regular season! 

- Ms. Behan 
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The Vancouver Island Public Schools Association is pleased to offer an intensive project-based 

learning program focused on building business and trade connections in China. As part of the 

high school curriculum, students who join this program will help local Canadian companies 

establish a presence and grow their business in the Chinese market. Through this program, 

students in grades 10, 11 or 12 will meet all course requirements for their spring semester while 

also gaining practical business experience. Students will have the opportunity to utilize their 

creative potential in developing practical business  

applications, learn a new language and culture, and develop new international friendships and 

business relationships. 

 

Recently, Mr. Cam Pinkerton, former Superintendent of Port Alberni School District, was at 

Brooks to present this opportunity to our students.  If you or your child are interested in learning 

more about this program in semester 2 of this year, Mr. Pinkerton will be meeting with parents at 

Brooks on Tuesday, November 17 from 6:00 to 7:00 in the library.  Mr. Pinkerton can be reached 

at:  cpinkerton@shaw.ca 

 
Taku Ball was the Grade 12 male winner of the Terry Fox / Jasper mohan Run. It was reported 

out incorrectly in the last Brooks Briefs. Our apologies Taku! Congratulations. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday Nov. 10 11:00am Remembrance Day Assembly 

      Last Day of Term #1 

Wednesday Nov. 11   Remembrance Day - school not in session 

Tuesday Nov. 17 7:00pm PAC Meeting 

Wednesday Nov. 18 7:00pm “Beyond Brooks” workshops 

Tuesday Nov. 24   Photo Re-Take Day 

Thursday Nov. 26 3:15pm Term #1 Report Cards Issued 

   

If you have any questions, comments or feedback on any of these items please let me know at: 

Jamie.Burt@sd47.bc.ca  

 

HOME of the THUNDERBIRDS 

mailto:cpinkerton@shaw.ca
mailto:Jamie.Burt@sd47.bc.ca

